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Foreword

The Cheonggyecheon Stream in Seoul starts in the Changuimun area, at the western foot
of Bugaksan Mountain. It meets two streams—Secongbukcheon, which starts one the cast
of Bugaksan Mountain where the Samcheonggak Pavilion stands, and Jeongneungcheon—
before merging with Jungnangcheon Stream and finally flowing into the Hangang River. For
along time, Cheonggyecheon has been one of the most important streams in Seoul, serving
as the landmark that separated the north and south of the Joseon capital city, Hanyang.

This study investigates the Cheonggyecheon Stream’s first tributary, the 5.2-kilometer-
long Seongbukcheon Stream, also known as Anamcheon. From its origin in Gujunbong
Peak of Bugaksan Mountain, the Seongbukcheon Stream flows along the valley facing
Hanyangdoseong (Scoul City Wall) and meets the Cheonggyecheon Stream.

A multitude of stories are kept by the Seongbukcheon Stream, where thousands of
peach blossoms would bloom every spring for the people of Hanyangdoseong in the late-
Joseon Dynasty. Just outside of Hyehwamun Gate, it was described as a place overflowing
with green forests and white sandy fields, peach blossoms and blue water, people of leisure
and springtime visitors. However, this landscape was lost towards the end of the 1960s,
as the Seongbukcheon area underwent major changes due to urban development and
construction which completely covered the Seongbukcheon Stream.

Last year, the Cheonggyecheon Museum led a study that invited researchers
from various fields, such as history, urban studies, and geography, to investigate the
Seongbukcheon Stream’s diverse stories. The study recovered numerous memories related
to the stream and its surroundings including the scenery and life around the stream during
the Joseon Dynasty, stories about the changes brought by urban development, and the
restoration of the natural stream.

This study is particularly important as it marks the first step in researching the history
and culture of Seoul’s major waterways. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
project supervisor, Lee Wang-moo, as well as Yoo Seung-hee, Moon Kwang-kyun, Ryu In-
tac, and Jung Kee-hwang and all others who participated in the research. I hope that the
research on Seongbukcheon will mark the beginning of the Cheonggyecheon Museum’s
growth into an institution that researches and exhibits all waterways in Seoul, along with

the history and culture of the Cheonggyecheon Stream.

Director of the Seoul Museum of History

Kim Yong-suk
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